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1642 Sir Jacob Astley, there could be no hesitation, since their sworn fealty was involved. So also the king's standard-bearer Sir Edmund Verney, though on the merits of the case he was with parliament. ut 1 have eaten his bread and served him near thirty years and will not do so base a thing as to forsake him."1 This forthright and unquestioning loyalty was well expressed by Lord Paget, the parliament's own nominee as lord-lieutenant of Buckinghamshire. " It may seem strange that I, who with all zeal and earnestness have prosecuted, in the beginning of this parliament, the reformation of all disorders in church and commonwealth, should now in a time of such great distractions desert the cause. Most true it is that my ends were the common good; and whilst that was prosecuted, I was ready to lay down both my life and fortune ; but when I found a preparation of arms against the king under the shadow of loyalty, I rather resolved to obey a good conscience than particular ends, and am now on my way to his Majesty, where I will throw myself down at his feet, and die a loyal subject." 2 Grandees like Newcastle were natural royalists because they were themselves semi-royal, and there were younger men, some of them soon to die, who found in the summons a call to manhood and a nobler path. Such was Carnarvon, who was transformed from a virtuoso and sportsman into a most gallant soldier. Such was Northampton, whose luxurious life was exchanged for one of simple hardihood, u All distresses he bore like a common man, and all wants and hardnesses as if he had never known plenty." These men the war revealed to themselves and to their fellows, so that, in Clarendon's beautiful words, they were unot well known till their evening."

But even among the royalists who had no doubts there was little zeal for the conflict. They understood the horrors of a civil war where families, like Verneys and Feildings, Arundells and Godolphizis, were divided against themselves, and, like Defoe's cavalier, they dreaded to hear men cry for quarter in the English tongue, Among
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